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Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches 

4pm, Monday 30th June 2025, St John’s College

	MINUTES

	Welcome and Apologies:  
Attendance: Ms Abigail Lloyd (Chair), The Venerable David Tyler, Mr Jon Avent, Dr Martin Bridge, The Revd Canon Chris Bull, Dr Louise Durning, Mr Alan Frost, The Revd Canon Dr Peter Groves, The Revd Deiniol Heywood, Mr Mike Holmes, The Revd Professor Diarmaid Macculloch, Mr Bryan Martin, Mrs Hannah Mann,  Dr Dan Miles, Mrs Freya Morris, Mr Julian Munby, Mr Peter Preston, Mr John Pritchard, Ms Charlotte Robinson, Mrs Sarah Tattersall, Mr Andy Thearle, Mr Alex Wenham, The Revd Canon Prof William Whyte, Dr Lizzie Wooley, Mr Nick Wright
Observers: His Honor Judge David Hodge KC, Mrs Annabel Graham-Paul, Catherine Armstrong
Staff:  Ms Liz Kitch, Ms Jennie Schillig, Mrs Hannah Robertson, Mr Oliver Mitchell, Mrs Emily Jackson, Ms Evie Foley, Mrs Debbie Perry
Apologies received: Mr Richard Codd, Ms Rachel Fletcher, Mrs Geraldine O’Farrell, Mr Barry Williams, Mr John Radice, Mr Rupert Griffin, Ms Sarah Brown, Mr Philip Wharton, The Revd Canon Val Plumb, The Venerable Jonathan Chaffey, The Revd Preb Jane Haslam, Ms Esther Robinson Wild, Ms Joyce Christie, The Revd Katie Tupling, Mr Lynn Mathias, The Ven Stephen Pullen, The Ven Guy Elsmore, Dr Nicola Coldstream, Mr James Mackintosh, Mr Mark Humphriss

	1
	Minutes of meeting held on 12 May 2025 were approved
	Chair
	Attached

	2
	Declarations of interest
Peter Preston - Britwell Salome and East Claydon
Alan Frost – East Claydon
	Chair
	

	3
	Correspondence, policy and other matters for consideration
	
	

	
	Report on the outcomes of the MR&I grants
	OM
	Attached

	
	Summary of the Net Zero awards in the diocese 
	HM
	Pg 2

	
	Summary of the team’s activity since last meeting
	LK
	Pg 2

	
	Report on casework over the last 12 months
	LK
	Pg 2

	 4
	Applications submitted to DAC since the last agenda
	Chair
	Pg 2

	5
	Casework – For discussion 
	
	

	
	Britwell Salome St Nicholas – Replacement heating and lighting
	JS
	Pg 3

	
	Henley Holy Trinity – internal reordering
	EJ
	Pg 5

	
	Beaconsfield St Mary and All Saints – organ project
	JS
	Pg 6

	
	Stony Stratford SS Mary and Giles – access improvements
	EJ
	Pg 8

	 6
	Casework – For ratification of officer recommendation
	
	

	
	Banbury St Mary – kitchen servery
	OM
	Pg 9

	
	Marcham All Saints – East end reordering
	EJ
	Pg 9

	
	Great Haseley St Peter – pipe organ
	OM
	Pg 10

	
	Additional items
	
	

	
	East Claydon St Mary – tower repairs
	JS
	By email

	
	Bray St Michael – lighting proposals
	OM
	Pg 11

	
	Sunningdale Holy Trinity – replacement chair
	JS
	Verbal report

	7
	Pre – application and technical site visits to note
	Chair
	Pg 12

	8
	List Bs and NOAs issued under subcommittee and delegated authority since last meeting
	Chair
	Pg 13

	9
	Completed project feedback   
	
	Pg 17

	
	Sibford Holy Trinity – under pew heating
	OM
	

	
	Marcham All Saints – west end reordering
	EJ
	



	Dates of future meetings:
	· Monday 8th September 2025 Church House Oxford
· Monday 10th November 2025 Christ Church, Research Centre
· Monday 19th January 2026 TBA




	3
	Correspondence, policy and other matters for consideration



Report on the outcomes of the MR&I grants
The Diocese of Oxford secured £177,750 for churches in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire. The establishment of the Minor Repairs & Improvements Fund.  After two rounds of applications, 42 applications had been received of which 29 met all of the eligibility criteria.  The main reason for applications failing to meet the eligibility criteria was overall project cost.  A number of parishes submitted applications for grants towards projects which far exceeded the total project cost of £10,000 or £20,000 (depending on the time at which the application was made).  A panel was convened to determine applications, consisting of Mark Humphriss (Diocesan Secretary), Janet Rogers (Head of Grants, Projects, and Governance), and Liz Kitch (Head of Church Buildings). A system for logging, validating, and processing applications was established within the Church Buildings Team.

Of the 29 eligible applications received, 25 were awarded grants ranging from 40% to 90% of the total project cost with total project costs varying from £1,984 to £19,750.  The total value of the work supported was £285,000.  In addition, the panel also agreed to allocate £30,000 towards two strategic projects (St Lawrence, West Wycombe and St Olave, Fritwell) where it was felt that Minor Repairs & Improvements Fund support would make a critical difference to the condition of two important buildings.  These projects are receiving direct support on an ongoing basis from members of the Church Buildings Team.

Summary of the Net Zero achievements and awards in the diocese
Hannah Mann, Environment Programme Manager, gave a verbal update on the work being done across the diocese in churches to reach the Net Zero goal.  The diocese has been allocated £376K from national church towards six Net Zero programmes.  Three of these are locally administered – Net Zero ‘Project Ready’ funding, Energy Efficiency ‘Quick Wins’ and Net Zero Starter Grant.  Three of these are nationally administered – National Net Zero ‘Demonstrator’ projects, Boiler Hardship Fund, National Parish Buying energy audits.  Two of these programmes are for capital works, the Boiler Hardship Fund and the Quick Wins Fund, while the rest are for preparatory works towards achieving net zero.  Nationally, £40million has been allocated toward reducing the carbon impact of the highest emitters with much more of the funding being towards capital works.

Summary of team’s activity since May meeting
· The team designed the next big board game to hit the market, ‘Race to faculty!’ as an activity for the All Staff Away day on the 10th June. Members and Advisors will be able to try their luck at the faculty process during the drinks reception on the 30th June. 
· The Chancellor, Archdeacons, Church Buildings Team and Diocesan Registry gathered for their twice yearly discussion of all matters which relate to church buildings. The meeting was well attended and some interesting discussion about best to support parishes with detailing on large schemes was focused upon.
· Emily Jackson and Hannah Robertson have been organising a training day for parishes to share best practice in managing, cleaning, and maintaining church buildings. The day will take place on the 7th July at St Mary, Thame, nearly 40 people are signed up so far.
· The online ‘Ask us Anything’ sessions where parishes can join members of the church buildings team for advice on anything church building and churchyard related have been well received and will be continued.
· Jennie Schillig and Liz Kitch arranged and attended a meeting with the National Lottery Heritage Fund Engagement Manager, Judith Carruthers and the community group looking to take on responsibility for West Wycombe St Lawrence’s, to learn about how a bid to the fund could help build organisational resilience in preparation for registering for Charitable Incorporated Organisation status and a legal agreement being put in place between the group and the PCC, transferring the maintenance responsibilities for the church under a festival church model.
· Phillip Wharton kindly hosted the church buildings team at his home for a team day out, a very informative day learning about how pipe organs work, and the type of issues which need to be considered when reviewing proposals.
· Sophie Hammond is now on sabbatical from 22nd May – 4th August but will be joining us for the dinner.

Report on casework over the last 12 months
Liz Kitch, Head of Church Buildings, gave a verbal summary of the applications and enquiries received by the team in the last year, reflecting on current trends.


[image: ]

Of the 1568 applications and enquiries received in the past 12 months, which represents a 7% increase on the previous 12 months, the DAC Committee discussed 22 reordering proposals and 5 extensions, 130 heating applications were reviewed, and 365 applications for repair and conservation.


	4
	Applications submitted/resubmitted to DAC since the last agenda



	
	List B (DAC)
	List B (Arch)
	Faculty DA
	Faculty Minor
	Faculty Major
	Interim/
PP/
Variation
	Early stage
Enquiry
	Resolving Provisos
	Total



	Apr 25
	44
	8
	10
	25
	11
	3
	79
	1
	181

	May 25
	38
	11
	11
	37
	16
	8
	60
	3
	184



	
	Quinquennial Inspection Reports reviewed by Church Buildings Officers

	Apr 25
	2

	May 25
	0




	5
	Casework – For Discussion



	[bookmark: _Hlk195646075]BRITWELL SALOME: St Nicholas

	Application Ref
2025-110647
	Archdeaconry: Dorchester
	Listing: Grade II
	JS

	Proposals:
	Removal and replacement of failed nave ceiling, redecoration throughout and re-wiring to include new heating, lighting and small power.

	Project architect:
	Peter Preston, Wollaston Rose

	Statutory consultees: 
	Victorian Society, LPA, Historic England

	Site visit attendees:
	None

	Subcommittee:
	Mr John Pritchard, Ms Geraldine O’Farrell, Mr Byan Martin

	Date of visit:
	None

	Previous minute:  May 2025 

	While the DAC did not dismiss the proposal to install Halo chandeliers with lights, the committee’s preference would be for either under pew heaters and/or overhead wall mounted far infrared heaters as shown in Concept 2 provided by the parish.  The committee felt that these options would be less intrusive, have less impact on the internal character and appearance of the church and would also be less expensive.  Unidirectional heat, such as from above only, can be less comfortable than heat coming from more than one direction.  It is for this reason that the committee urges parishes not to aim for a single, one size fits all, solution to their heating needs.  It may be that a combined solutions such as under pew augmented with overhead far infrared may provide a more comfortable solution.  The parish were also encouraged to check that their current electrical supply is sufficient for the preferred option.  

In order for the DAC to make an in-principle recommendation, the following additional information was requested:
· An options appraisal explaining the options which were considered and the reasons why the parish have chosen the preferred option.  This should be based on technical performance as well as aesthetic preference.  Details of the current heaters and an assessment as to whether they are effective should be provided.  
· Information about the comparative costs of the options.  
A short statement describing the significance of anything which might be affected by this type of heat should be included within the options appraisal.  


	June 2025 Minute

	The DAC considered that removing the plain inserted ceiling and revealing the Victorian scissor trusses above will significantly change the internal appearance of the church, raising the height of the nave and making it appear less plain and austere.  These proposals were not considered contentious, and the DAC were content to recommend this portion of the application.  

Against the background of the new ceiling, it was considered that the Halo chandeliers are likely to appear less dominant than they would against the lower plain ceiling.  The illumination will be provided predominantly by a designed lighting scheme and will not rely on the light provided by the chandeliers.  

The DAC would still prefer to see the installation of wall panels over the chandeliers but resolved that a Not Object NOA should be issued Halo chandeliers.  The committee expressed a strong preference for omitting the lights on the chandeliers.  Pending positive responses from the consultees, a Not Object NOA will be issued subject to the following provisos:
· As the lights on the chandeliers will not contribute to the overall light levels in the nave, the DAC would prefer to see them omitted.  It is for this reason that a not object NOA has been issued.
· Due to the high operating temperatures of the units, the PCC should satisfy themselves that the Herschel Aspect heaters can be installed safely in the chancel in accordance with the installation guidance from the manufacturer.
· All electrical works to be carried out in accordance with the diocesan electrical guidelines.
· The proposed works may create dust, the pipe organ should be suitably protected – by being sheeted by specialist organ builders/tuners. Failure to ensure this is done properly can easily lead to a very large bill later as serious damage can be caused to pipework and action by the ingress of dust and grit. 
· All fixings are to be non-ferrous and made into plain plaster/timber or masonry joints.
· Cable routes are to be agreed with the project architect.
· The parish should notify their insurers of the intention to carry out the works.  




	HENLEY: Holy Trinity

	Application Ref
2024-100364
	Archdeaconry: Dorchester
	Listing: Grade II
	EJ

	Proposals:
	Reordering including provision of new breakout spaces and facilities

	Project architect:
	Henry Sanders

	Statutory consultees: 
	The Victorian Society, LPA, CBC, C20th Soc (Consultation in progress)

	Site visit attendees:
	Mrs Emily Jackson (CBO), Ms Jennie Schillig (SCBO), The Ven David Tyler, Mr John Pritchard, Mr John Radice, Mr Philip Wharton 

	Additional Subcommittee:
	Ms Charlotte Robinson, Ms Geraldine O’Farrell

	Date of visit:
	9th July 2024

	Previous minute: September 2024

	The DAC discussed the proposals and agreed that these are ambitious plans. The DAC agreed to ratify the report with amendments included to acknowledge the revised options appraisal and to reinforce the importance of the long view towards the Chancel. The sub-committee are to agree the amendments to the final report before issue to the parish.  

	June 2025 Minute: 

	The DAC heard that the parish have worked hard to take the feedback given following the DAC meeting in September 2024 on board. They have reconsidered the proposals and returned to the DAC with a scheme which represents a large step in the right direction compared to the schemes in the options appraisal. The DAC supported the proposed layout subject to the provision of further design details as outlined below.

It was discussed that the heating and lighting solutions are not yet fully defined. It was agreed that if the parish elects to provide solar panels, this will come to the DAC for discussion as a separate application.

Detailed design will include, but not be limited to, agreement of the following.
· Details for proposed insertion of a first floor to the baptistry / creche area.
· Design of the new kitchen space (including alternatives to the currently proposed roller shutter and junction with north transept window).
· Details of all fixtures and fittings and where they are proposed to be relocated or how they will be disposed of (including the altar and chancel pews).
· Design of all new partitions including the new west end internal timber and glass screen. 
· Confirmation of whether there will be second floor storage above the new west end rooms.
· Details of all internal finishes (including new screens and flooring).
· Design of heating and lighting systems
· Details of proposed new chairs.
· Details of external proposals including finishes.

The draft feedback, to be sent by email, was ratified. The CBO is to include a comment which highlights the potential cost and maintenance liability of a large lighting gantry. The DAC agreed that whilst there are still significant details, as outlined above, to be resolved these can now be delegated to the sub-committee for development of the detailed design before the eventual issue of a supportive NOA. Should there be any significant design changes, the scheme should be brought back to the DAC. 



	BEACONSFIELD: St Mary and All Saints

	Application Ref
2022-077888
	Archdeaconry: Buckingham
	Listing: Grade II*
	JS

	Proposals:
	Refurbishment and enhancement of the existing pipe organ to include new division at the east end of the church

	Project architect:
	None; Paul Hale, Independent Organ Adviser

	Statutory consultees: 
	CBC, Vic Soc, SPAB, LPA

	Subcommittee:
	Mr Barry Williams, Mr Philip Wharton, The Revd Roy Woodhams, Mr John Pritchard

	Site visit attendees:
	Mr Barry Williams, Ms Jennie Schillig, The Ven Guy Elsmore

	Date of visit:
	22 May 2022

	Site visit attendees:
	Mr Barry Williams, Mr Philip Wharton, The Revd Roy Woodhams, Ms Jennie Schillig, The Revd Chris Bull

	Dates of visit:
	12 July 2023

	Previous minute: November 2022

	The DAC recommended that the parish be asked again to reconsider their proposals in the light of the comments from the DAC organ advisers, the CBC and BIOS.  The application should be deferred to allow time for a visit by the CBC.  Should the parish wish to continue without revising the proposals, the DAC resolved to issue a not recommend NOA for the proposals to create a hybrid instrument.


	June 2025 Minute:

	Proposals for refurbishment and enhancement of the west end organ with the addition of a division at the east end of the north aisle have been under discussion with the Church Buildings Team since January 2022.  Considerable time has been spent on this project by the Diocesan Organ Advisers and SCBO both in visiting and correspondence with the parish.  The aim has been to help the parish to develop realistic aspirations for the organ project and arrive at a solution which will satisfy their needs and be appropriate for the building.
 
There have been several revisions to the proposals in the intervening years.  The current proposals are for refurbishing the western organ to provide an instrument with 30 stops including digital basses.  The proposal includes removal of the western console to allow more space for reconfiguring the pipes and provide better access for maintenance.  An eastern division is proposed for the north chancel aisle chapel.  This division would have 22 stops, a few of which would be digital.  A mobile, three manual console would be provided which would play both the east and west organs.  The CBC and the DAC’s organ advisers still consider the proposed organ too large for its intended purpose of accompanying the choir.

There is historic precedent for an organ in the north chapel, therefore, putting an organ back there is not considered contentious, the primary outstanding issues being the size of the proposed eastern organ and the impact of the works to the western organ on the Hill pipes.  The application states that the new eastern division will be phase 1 with the restoration of the west organ delegated to phase 2.  

The DAC resolved to issue a Not Object NOA subject to formal consultation with the statutory consultees with resolution of details delegated to the subcommittee.  DAC architect and structural engineer members will be added to the subcommittee.  Following the meeting, the SCBO spoke with David Knight, Deputy Director for Church Buildings at the CBC, who expressed concern about issuing an NOA prior to the following details being received and agreed:
· Detail drawings to show the proposed layout of the pipes in the western organ case as well as the proposed changes to the external appearance of the case once the console is removed.  These should be compared against a photograph of the existing case.
· Accurate and detailed drawings of the external appearance and internal pipe layout of the proposed eastern organ.

In addition, further technical details are required regarding the impact of the proposals on the interior of the church: 
· Documentary evidence indicates that there may be a vault(s) under the floor onto which the proposed oak support posts for the organ will impose a point load.  The parish should obtain confirmation from a structural engineer that the support posts will rest on solid foundations.
· A plan to be provided showing the locations of the ledger stones in the north chapel floor.  A record of their inscriptions should be made to display should they be covered by the new organ.
  
When the NOA is issued, a proviso will be included requiring that phase 2 proceeds within a set period of time.




	STONY STRATFORD: St Mary and St Giles

	Application Ref
2025-110928
	Archdeaconry: Buckingham
	Listing: Grade II*
	EJ

	Proposals:
	Access Improvements (Greater Access Project)

	Project architect:
	Camilla Finlay, Clews

	Statutory consultees: 
	SPAB, HBAP, Georgian Group, Vic Soc, C20 Soc, HE, CBC, LPA

	Site visit attendees:
	Ms Emily Jackson, Mrs Sarah Tattersall, The Revd Deiniol Heywood

	Subcommittee:
	Mr Bryan Martin, Ms Esther Robinson-Wild, Ms Freya Morris, Mrs Sarah Tattersall, The Revd Deiniol Heywood, The Revd Katie Tupling

	Date of visit:
	24th April 2024

	June 2025 Minute:

	The DAC heard that the church of Stony Stratford has seen many phases of structural change and that all amenity societies are likely to need to be consulted as part of this application. 

The DAC discussed the proposals and agreed that the DAC should encourage the parish to take forward proposals based around options 1 or 2 which involve the provision of a new part M compliant external ramp to the northwest door. This will require the existing kitchen to be removed to form a lobby. The parish should explore further the option of adding a small servery elsewhere in the church. This approach will likely be more economically viable and will negate the need to make significant changes to the floor of the nave and tower. 
The DAC resolved to ratify the site visit report. The application will return to the DAC when the parish have developed a final proposal.




	6
	Casework – For Ratification



	BANBURY: St Mary

	Application Ref:
2024-094661
	Archdeaconry: Dorchester
	Listing: Grade I
	OM

	Proposals:
	Replacement of existing servery with café/kitchen

	Project architect:
	Heather Clews (as PCC)

	Statutory consultees: 
	None

	Site visit attendees:
	Dr Louise Durning, Mr Bryan Martin, Mr Julian Munby

	Subcommittee:
	Dr Louise Durning, Mr Bryan Martin, Mr Julian Munby

	Date of visit:
	15 May 2025

	Previous minute:

	None

	June 2025 minute:

	The proposals relate to the redevelopment of the servery in the south-west corner of the nave to accommodate the church’s busy calendar of events and community uses. The PCC has proposed a Howdens kitchen in one of two finishes (oak effect or ‘Halesworth Duck Blue’). The site visit delegation felt that the significance of the church as a building of special architectural or historic interest would not be affected by the proposals, but raised questions about the durability of the chosen materials and finishes and about the number and design of the café-style seats and tables to be introduced.

The DAC ratified the CBO’s recommendation to recommend the works to the Chancellor for approval subject to the satisfactory resolution of the outstanding issues by a subcommittee.




	MARCHAM: All Saints

	Application Ref
2025-114407
	Archdeaconry: Dorchester
	Listing: Grade II*
	EJ

	Proposals:
	East end alterations to existing enclosures, reduction of dais. Relocation of font and consideration of liturgical furniture.

	Project architect:
	Christian Randall

	Statutory consultees: 
	Historic England, Vic Soc, Georgian Soc, SPAB, HBAP, CBC, LPA, (not yet consulted)

	Site visit attendees:
	Ms Emily Jackson, The Revd Prebendary Jane Haslam, The Revd Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch, Ms Charlotte Robinson.

	Subcommittee:
	The Revd Prebendary Jane Haslam, The Revd Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch, Ms Charlotte Robinson, Mr Julian Munby (Attended 2023 visit),
Revd Katie Tupling (visited in 2023).

	Date of visit:
	15th May 2025

	Previous minute: March 2023

	The DAC resolved to ratify the draft site visit report, supporting the principle of both phases of work (subject to 
detailing) and delegated phase one to a subcommittee for progression.

	June 2025 Minute:

	The DAC heard that the parish have been working for quite some time to improve the space within the church and that reordering works have been completed at the west end in the last few months. The parish now wish to progress with the east end reordering. Whilst their ideas have been refined a little, the parish are still looking at options and they now need to determine what exactly it is that they want to do. 

This case was returning to the DAC due to the time elapsed since it was last discussed and the necessary change of sub-committee. The DAC resolved to ratify the site visit report which supports the principle of the work subject to the inclusion of an additional sentence regarding the DAC’s view towards the relocation of the font to the front of the dais and inclusion of a link to the December 2024 Almeley judgement. The report recommends that the parish submit a revised set of proposals which provide a ramp and level east end access and a clear plan for the furnishings.

It is expected that the scheme will return to the DAC again once the parish has developed final designs and further developed their statements of need and significance. It is hoped that at this point the scheme will also be sufficiently developed to commence consultation with the statutory consultees. 





	GREAT HASELEY: St Peter

	Application Ref:
2025-111145
	Archdeaconry: Dorchester
	Listing: Grade I
	OM

	Proposals:
	Introduction of a pipe organ

	Project architect:
	N/A

	Statutory consultees: 
	None

	Site visit attendees:
	Dr Nicola Coldstream, The Revd Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch

	Subcommittee:
	Dr Nicola Coldstream, The Revd Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch, Mr Barry Williams

	Date of visit:
	27 May 2025

	Previous minute:

	None

	June 2025 minute:

	The proposals relate to the introduction of a pipe organ that has been removed from the Church of St Andrew, Ferring, in the Diocese of Chichester. The stack and console are to be placed in the north aisle, necessitating the removal of a pew (to be shortened and placed at the west end of the north aisle) and re-siting of a pew frontal with associated works to make good the floor where the pew platform is shortened. The freestanding pulpit will also be re-sited within the church to avoid the area around the north aisle becoming unnavigable. The existing electric organ and piano are to be disposed of. The subcommittee felt that the benefits of the proposals outweighed the harm caused by the minor loss of the historic fabric.

The DAC ratified the CBO’s recommendation to recommend the works to the Chancellor for approval subject to the resolution of outstanding details by a subcommittee.





Additional items

	EAST CLAYDON: St Mary

	Application Ref:
Offline
	Archdeaconry: Buckingham
	Listing: Grade II*
	JS

	Proposals:
	Repairs and recovering of the tower roof, replacement rainwater goods, glazing repairs and stone repairs and repointing.

	Project architect:
	Peter Preston, Wollaston Rose

	Statutory consultees: 
	Historic England, SPAB, Victorian Society, LPA

	Subcommittee:
	Bryan Martin, Alex Wenham

	June 2025 minute:

	A faculty was granted in January 2024 (2023-083354) for repairs to the roof and masonry of the west tower.  The masonry repairs were precipitated by numerous incidents of stone fragments becoming airborne in windy conditions.  When scaffold was erected, it was found that the stonework was in much worse condition than anticipated with some stones eroded 150 mm back from the original ashlar face.  

Having considered various options, the parish asked for the DAC’s initial thoughts on proposals to replace structural stones and weatherings and render the flat ashlar panels.  While the DAC considered this a potentially acceptable solution, they had concerns about the practicality of applying render to highly decayed stones.  The render could end up being very thick in places which would add weight to the tower structure and create a health and safety risk if it failed.

The DAC encouraged the parish to obtain interim faculty consent for carrying out investigations and trials to ascertain the best method for repair.  These should include an assessment of the structural stability of the stonework by a structural engineer and trial defrassing and rendering/shelter coating of an area to inform methodology.    In the meantime, the base of the tower should be roped off to reduce the risk of injury from falling masonry.




	BRAY: St Michael

	Application Ref:
2025-114097
	Archdeaconry: Berkshire
	Listing: Grade II*
	OM

	Proposals:
	New pendant lighting scheme

	Project architect:
	None

	Statutory consultees: 
	

	Subcommittee:
	Geraldine O’Farrell, Bryan Martin, Peter Preston

	June 2025 minute:

	The proposals relate to the renewal of the interior lighting, with the existing floodlights to be replaced with a number of spotlights and pendant lamps. During informal consultation, the subcommittee raised concerns about the design of the pendants and their shades. The CBO asked the DAC to consider whether these stylistic choices were grounds to not recommend the proposals for approval. The DAC advised that, should certain elements of the design – namely the shape of the glass shades and the stems attaching these to the pierced ring - be improved to the satisfaction of the subcommittee, a Notification of Advice ‘not objecting’ to the proposals could be issued.  




	SUNNINGDALE: Holy Trinity

	Application Ref:
2023-081959
	Archdeaconry: Berkshire
	Listing: Grade II
	JS

	Proposals:
	Reordering of the interior to create meeting rooms, office, servery, cafe area with retractable screen, WCs and storage; overhaul of heating and lighting

	Project architect:
	Mark Goodwill-Hodgson

	Statutory consultees: 
	Historic England, Victorian Society, Church Buildings Council

	Subcommittee:
	Geraldine O’Farrell, Peter Preston, John Pritchard

	June 2025 minute:

	The parish put forward seating proposals for discussion as part of the larger reordering project, Transforming Trinity.  A total of 220 chairs will be required following the removal of the pews.  The parish propose to place roughly 80 classic wooden chairs with a padded seat and a molded back, such as the ICS Christ Church chair, in the nave.  These chairs would rarely if ever be completely cleared and would be used for seating in the aisles should the nave be cleared for events.  The remaining 140 chairs, for us in the café, would be a lightweight wooden stacking chair such as the Howe 40/4.

The DAC did not consider that it could recommend the current proposals for seating and commented that the parish would need to put forward a more compelling case before the committee would agree to deviate from national guidance.  Provision of heavy, non-stackable seats with the intention of leaving them laid out in rows for the majority of the time would also work against the parish’s argument for complete pew removal.  While the intention is to use the proposed heavier chair around tables in the aisle when the nave is clear, the committee commented that this type of heavy chair can become unwieldy in that kind of setting.  The DAC acknowledged that while it is reasonable to consider having two types of chairs, both chairs should be unupholstered in accordance with national guidance.  
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	Site visits undertaken (24.04.25 - 4.06.25 )

	Stony Stratford St Mary & St Giles
	Application 2025-110928 - Online Faculty System
	Disabled access
	Mrs Emily Jackson
Mr Bryan Martin
Ms Esther Robinson-Wild
Mrs Sarah Tattersall
The Revd Deiniol Heywood
	24.04.25

	Sonning St Andrew
	Offline
	Asbestos removal
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
Mr Peter Preston
Mr John Pritchard
	29.04.25

	East Claydon All Saints
	Application 2023-083354 - Online Faculty System
	Masonry repairs to tower
	Ms Jennie Schillig
	02.05.25

	Garsington St Mary
	Application 2025-115044 - Online Faculty System
	Pews
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
	07.05.25

	Banbury St Mary
	Application 2024-094661 - Online Faculty System
	Creation of café area
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
Mr Bryan Martin
Dr Louise Durning
Mr Julian Munby
	15.05.25

	Marcham All Saints
	Application 2025-114407 - Online Faculty System
	East End 
	Mrs Emily Jackson
The Revd Preb Jane Haslam
Ms Charlotte Robinson
The Revd Prof Diarmaid Macculloch
	15.05.25

	Wolvercote St Peter
	Application 2024-096896 - Online Faculty System
	Solar panels
	Mrs Emily Jackson
Ms Liz Kitch
The Revd Canon Dr Peter Groves
Mrs Hannah Mann
Ms Charlotte Robinson
Mr Adrian Fox
	23.05.25

	Oxford St Aldate
	Offline
	Secondary glazing
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
	23.05.25

	Great Haseley St Peter
	Application 2025-111145 - Online Faculty System
	Organ project
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
Dr Nicola Coldstream
Mr Philip Wharton
The Revd Prof Diarmaid Macculloch
	27.05.25

	West Challow St Laurence
	Offline
	Pre app visit for future works
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
	28.05.25

	Hinton Waldrist St Margaret
	Application 2021-066113 - Online Faculty System
	Re-ordering
	Mr Oliver Mitchell
The Revd Preb Jane Haslam
Ms Charlotte Robinson
Mr Nick Wright
Mr Julian Munby
	05.06.25

	Reading St Laurence
	Offline
	Discuss upcoming works
	Mrs Emily Jackson
Ms Evie Foley
	09.06.25

	Woodstock, St Mary Magdalene
	Application 2024-104366 - Online Faculty System
	Installation of solar panels – discharge of provisos
	Ms Jennie Schillig
	09.06.25

	Coleshill All Saints
	Offline
	Re-ordering
	Mrs Emily Jackson
The Revd Preb Jane Haslam
Mr John Pritchard
Ms Esther Robison-Wild
Dr Dan Miles
	12.06.25
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	List Bs and NOAs issued under subcommittee and delegated authority since last meeting



	Parish
	Archdeaconry
	Listing
	Ref
	App type
	Case type
	Works
	Status

	Stanford-in-the-Vale: St Denys
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2024-100322
	Faculty - DA
	Seating
	Relocation or disposal of pews and replace with Howe chairs
	NOA issued

	Bracknell: Holy Trinity
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II
	2024-102056
	Faculty - DA
	Liturgical
	Remove font cover which is suspended by a winch from the roof
	NOA issued with provisos

	Iffley: St Mary the Virgin
	OXFORD
	Grade I
	2025-109286
	Faculty - DA
	Churchyard
	Extension of area for interment of ashes
	NOA issued

	Sulham: St Nicholas
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II
	2025-109478
	Faculty - DA
	R&C
	Regularising works to repair tower roof and pinnacle undertaken without consent 
	Registrar to issue faculty

	St Edmunds Hall St Peter in the East
	OXFORD
	Grade I
	2025-110837
	Faculty - DA
	Churchyard
	Removal of self-sown conifer
	NOA issued

	Widford: St Oswald
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II* + SAM
	2025-111096
	Faculty - DA
	R&C
	Repair, restoration and cleaning of windows
	Registrar to issue faculty

	Cowley: St Mary & St John
	OXFORD
	Grade II
	2025-112894
	Faculty - DA
	Development
	Plaque acknowledging Windrush Generation
	Faculty issued

	Bierton: St James the Great
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-114387
	Faculty - DA
	Churchyard
	Tree/shrub maintenance
	Petition submitted to Dio Reg

	Oxford: St Margaret
	OXFORD
	Grade II
	2023-091881
	Faculty - Major
	Reordering
	Reordering of west end to include provision of gallery
	Petition submitted to Dio Reg

	Reading: St John the Evangelist & St Stephen
	BERKSHIRE
	Ungraded
	2025-109502
	Faculty - Major
	Heating
	Decarbonisation works
	Petition submitted to Dio Reg

	St Edmunds Hall St Peter in the East
	OXFORD
	Grade I
	2024-107141
	Faculty - Major
	Development
	Redevelopment of garden office into cafe
	NOA issued

	Sandford-on-Thames: St Andrew
	OXFORD
	Grade II*
	2023-091798
	Faculty - Minor
	Seating
	Alterations to pews
	NOA issued

	Stewkley: St Michael & All Angels
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2024-097528
	Faculty - Minor
	R&C
	Structural repair of the vestry and belfry
	NOA issued with provisos

	Grove: St John the Baptist
	DORCHESTER
	Ungraded
	2023-093065
	Faculty - Minor
	Heating
	Gas boiler replacement
	NOA issued

	Marsh Baldon: St Peter
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2024-096830
	Faculty - Minor
	R&C
	Repair of damaged C18 painting in North Aisle
	Registrar to issue faculty

	Turville: St Mary
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2024-100213
	Faculty - Minor
	Disposal of items
	Disposal of pews and pew frontal
	Faculty issued

	Bedgrove: Holy Spirit
	BUCKINGHAM
	Ungraded
	2024-102864
	Faculty - Minor
	R&C
	Alterations to nave ceiling, dias and glazing in the chancel
	Petition submitted to Dio Reg

	Thame: St Mary the Virgin
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2024-103377
	Faculty - Minor
	Churchyard
	Installation of bicycle rack
	NOA issued

	Hook Norton: St Peter
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-109897
	Faculty - Minor
	M&E
	To install two new electrical circuits - one with sockets for two existing heaters, one with 6 new power sockets.
	Faculty issued

	Abingdon: St Nicolas
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-110679
	Faculty - Minor
	R&C
	Conservation and restoration of wall paintings in Blacknall Aisle
	Faculty issued

	Summertown: St Michael & All Angels
	OXFORD
	Grade II
	2025-108797
	Faculty - Minor
	Disposal of items
	Disposal of altar, funeral trestles and small altar rail
	NOA issued

	Towersey: St Catherine
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II
	2025-111578
	Faculty - Minor
	OBC
	Electronic organ replacement
	List B issued

	Cowley: St Alban
	OXFORD
	Ungraded
	2025-112007
	Faculty - Minor
	Heating
	Installation of radiant heaters
	Registrar to issue faculty

	Cowley: St Alban
	OXFORD
	Ungraded
	2025-112026
	Faculty - Minor
	Heating
	Installation of air source heat pump in the hall
	Registrar to issue faculty

	Binfield: All Saints
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II*
	2024-100399
	Faculty - Minor
	Churchyard
	Repair to boundary wall - partially retrospective
	NOA issued

	Aylesbury: St Mary the Virgin MAJOR PARISH CHURCH
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-112949
	Faculty - Minor
	Churchyard
	Replace rusted/hazardous lamp posts
	Faculty issued

	Amersham: St Mary the Virgin
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-110998
	Faculty - Minor
	M&E
	Replacement of fossil fuel boiler
	NOA issued

	Burford: St John the Baptist
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	
	Interim
	R&C
	Urgent repairs to collapsed underground drain
	Interim faculty issued

	Waltham: St Lawrence
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II*
	2025-114580
	List B
	Churchyard
	Boundary wall repairs
	List B issued

	Filkins: St Peter
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II
	2025-110190
	List B
	R&C
	Replace floorboards in north aisle and vestry
	List B issued

	Wardington: St Mary Magdalene
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-109622
	List B
	R&C
	Defrassing and repointing of south aisle wall
	List B issued

	Stewkley: St Michael & All Angels
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-111554
	List B
	OBC
	Bell repairs
	List B issued

	Challow: St Nicholas
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-111127
	List B
	R&C
	Replacement of rotten and missing church tower louvres
	List B issued

	Towersey: St Catherine
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II
	2025-111853
	List B
	Churchyard
	Rebuilding a section of the North West boundary wall in accordance with the specification written by Anthony Mealing dated 14th August 2024.
	List B issued

	Wooburn: St Paul
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2025-111175
	List B
	Churchyard
	Rebuilding a section of the North West boundary wall in accordance with the specification written by Anthony Mealing dated 14th August 2024
	List B issued

	Childrey: St Mary the Virgin
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-111680
	List B
	R&C
	Repair to mullion in east window
	List B issued

	Cowley: St Alban
	OXFORD
	Ungraded
	2025-112206
	List B
	R&C
	Kitchenette refit and toilet redecoration 
	List B issued

	Littlewick: St John the Evangelist
	BERKSHIRE
	Ungraded
	2025-112590
	List B
	Churchyard
	Replacement lychgates
	List B issued

	Olney: St Peter & St Paul
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-112255
	List B
	R&C
	Stonework repairs to West door
	List B issued

	Olney: St Peter & St Paul
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-111684
	List B
	R&C
	Stonework repairs to tower - Health and safety concern
	List B issued

	Cowley: St Mary & St John
	OXFORD
	Grade II
	2025-114213
	List B
	Churchyard
	Enquiry re churchyard wall repair
	List B issued

	Caversfield: St Laurence HAR
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-111699
	List B
	R&C
	Window repairs
	List B issued

	Dedworth: All Saints
	BERKSHIRE
	Ungraded
	2025-112806
	List B
	R&C
	Replace facia boards, guttering and downpipes
	List B issued

	Grendon Underwood: St Leonard
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2025-111803
	List B
	R&C
	Stonework Repairs
	NOA issued with provisos

	Cublington: St Nicholas
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2025-112888
	List B
	Churchyard
	Repair to churchyard wall 
	List B issued

	Wroxton: All Saints
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-112408
	List B
	R&C
	Redecorating interior walls
	Awaiting Archdeacon

	Binfield: St Mark
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II
	2025-114836
	List B
	Churchyard
	Erection of noticeboard
	List B issued

	North Marston: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-111307
	List B
	Churchyard
	Refacing of two flagstones at church entrance
	List B issued

	Radnage: St Mary
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-112773
	List B
	R&C
	Further repairs to east window
	List B issued

	Ivinghoe: St Mary the Virgin
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-111720
	List B
	AV
	Installation of wifi
	List B issued

	Cropredy: St Mary the Virgin
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-114092
	List B
	R&C
	window masonry, glazing and roofing
	List B issued

	Drayton: St Peter (Deddington)
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-112216
	List B
	R&C
	Repairs to ceiling and exterior wall of south porch
	List B issued

	West Wycombe: St Lawrence
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-114182
	List B
	R&C
	Replace broken window
	List B issued

	Lambourn: St Michael & All Angels
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade I
	2025-114330
	List B
	R&C
	Painting of Chancel
	List B issued

	Aylesbury: St Mary the Virgin MAJOR PARISH CHURCH
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade I
	2025-114607
	List B
	Churchyard
	Repairs to short section of wall and railings 
	List B issued

	Witney: St Mary the Virgin  MAJOR PARISH CHURCH
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-109945
	List B - Archdeacon
	R&C
	Provide fixings for peal boards in ringing chamber.
	List B issued

	Grendon Underwood: St Leonard
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2025-112559
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Installation of bench
	List B issued

	Little Linford: St Leonard
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2025-112528
	List B - Archdeacon
	Development
	Installation of a key safe offertory box
	List B issued

	Appleton: St Laurence
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-112742
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Installation of bench
	Awaiting Archdeacon

	Sandhurst: St Michael & All Angels
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II*
	2025-110779
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Memorial bench Michael Glavin
	List B issued

	Great Rollright: St Andrew
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-114200
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Pruning of yew trees
	List B issued

	Great Horwood: St James
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	2025-114299
	List B - Archdeacon
	Development
	New noticeboard in porch
	List B issued

	Stratton Audley: St Mary & St Edburga
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-114188
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Memorial bench - Clarissa Brent Smith
	List B issued

	Finmere: St Michael
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II
	2025-114194
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Memorial bench (Cunningham)
	List B issued

	Easthampstead: St Michael & St Mary Magdalene
	BERKSHIRE
	Grade II
	2025-115035
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Installation of Commonwealth War Graves Commission Sign
	List B issued

	Weston-on-the-Green: St Mary
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-115037
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Installation of Commonwealth War Graves Commission Sign
	List B issued

	South Newington: St Peter ad Vincula
	DORCHESTER
	Grade I
	2025-115039
	List B - Archdeacon
	Churchyard
	Installation of Commonwealth War Graves Commission Sign
	List B issued

	Gerrard's Cross: St James
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	offline
	List B - Archdeacon
	H&S improvements
	Fire alarm system
	Awaiting Archdeacon

	Garsington: St Mary
	DORCHESTER
	Grade II*
	2025-115044
	TRO
	Seating
	Temporary storage in barn of pews already removed from church
	TRO issued

	Little Linford: St Leonard
	BUCKINGHAM
	Grade II*
	
	Variation
	Churchyard
	Variation (retrospective) re revised location for trench arch; queries re woodworm treatment and redecoration
	Amended faculty issued
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	Completed Projects feedback


Sibford, Holy Trinity – installation of under pew heaters
Marcham, All Saints – west end reordering
451 New and returning List B's 

Reviewed by CBT 329	Reviewed by Archdeacons only 122	329	122	
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